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Key Insights

• This article explores the Western influence in Asia and the Middle East, 
focusing on the Vietnam War’s impact on governmental responses to 
protests in the U.S. and Western Europe. By examining the protests’ 
intensity and government actions, the paper investigates the reciprocal 
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relationship between political activism and policy changes. It analyses 
historical contexts, protest dynamics, and policing tactics to argue that 
these demonstrations, while influenced by larger social movements, had 
a significant effect on military and foreign policies, reflecting the complex 
interplay between public dissent and government strategies.

Definition

Vietnamization: During the Vietnam War, the United States developed a 
policy known as Vietnamization, which attempted to terminate American 
participation. This programme, launched by President Richard Nixon, at­
tempted to shift combat tasks and responsibilities from US forces to South 
Vietnamese troops, allowing them to lead the defence of their own nation. 
The objective was to progressively reduce the number of American soldiers 
in Vietnam while continuing to support the South Vietnamese government 
and preventing a North Vietnamese takeover.

These protests were part of larger social justice movements and signifi
cantly affected U.S. military and foreign policies, leading to a reconsid
eration of how military engagements are handled.
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