
THINKTANK FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS & SECURITY POLICY

Stealthily stabbing the Red 
Dragon
1 JULY 2025

Ferdinand Wegener

Ferdinand Wegener

Can the New US Stealth Planes Stop China’s Rise? – Details on the F-47 
and B-21

Timeframe: 01/01/2010 – 01/07/2025
United States of America · Arms Control & Disarmament · Issue VII

EPIS Thinktank 1



Key Insights

• Main Question: Can new US stealth aircraft like the F-47 and B-21 stop 
China’s rise as a dominant air power in the Pacific? Argument: The US 
is facing a shrinking and aging air fleet while China modernizes rapidly, 
but advanced technologies in the F-47 and B-21 could shift the balance. 
Conclusion: If deployed in time, these next-gen stealth platforms may 
restore US aerial dominance, but delays could tip the scales to China.

Definition

All-Aspect Stealth: The ability of an aircraft to remain low observable to 
radar from all directions

The F-47’s all-aspect stealth and drone command abilities can redefine 
air dominance in the Pacific
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