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Summary

The ongoing conflict between Russia and Ukraine has profoundly reshaped
the landscape of international relations and diplomacy since the Russian
invasion in 2022. With over 6 million Ukrainians seeking refuge across
Europe, this humanitarian crisis poses a significant challenge for the conti-
nent. Beyond the numbers, it also raises important questions about how
European nations are adopting both socially and economically to this in-
flux. To show such dynamics, this brief highlights the dynamics by focusing
on three countries that have experienced some of the highest influxes of
Ukrainian refugees to date: Germany, Poland, and the Czech Republic.

One-sentence summaries of each event you report on:
Main sources
Article

Germany:

Germany has emerged as a key country in supporting Ukrainian refugees,
having spent €30.6 billion on assistance since the conflict began.In response
to the ongoing conflict, the country has rolled out educational programs
and labor market initiatives designed to facilitate long-term integration.
The programs include: languages courses, vocational training, job place-
ment service. Moreover, Germany’s dedication to educational support for
young refugees ensures their smooth transition into public schools. With
targeted resources and tailored programs, these students are not only set
up for academic success but also fostered into a community where they can
thrive socially. With this in mind, Germany’s holistic approach can be seen
as an effective track towards sustainable integration.

Poland:

Poland has emerged as a leader in managing and integrating Ukrainian
refugees, prioritizing immediate humanitarian assistance and seamless ac-
cess to public services. The Polish Border Guard estimates that around 4
million Ukrainian refugees arrived in Poland in 2022, with 1 million staying
and registering for temporary protection . Hence Poland provided vital re-
sources such as housing, healthcare, and educational support, all driven by
a combination of proactive government policies and grassroots initiatives.
The private sector in Poland has also stepped up, creating tailored job and
fostering economic integration through partnerships. This multifaceted
strategy, fueled by the compassion of Polish citizens, distinguishes Poland
for its rapid response and community-centered support.
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https://visitukraine.today/blog/4951/social-benefits-for-ukrainians-how-much-have-european-countries-spent-on-supporting-ukrainian-refugees?srsltid=AfmBOoovuYkJcA9Exz9JeV9GwXYeq7zXkJ6brpo00gopvAKNAqZ7Uv0L#germany
https://visitukraine.today/blog/4951/social-benefits-for-ukrainians-how-much-have-european-countries-spent-on-supporting-ukrainian-refugees?srsltid=AfmBOoovuYkJcA9Exz9JeV9GwXYeq7zXkJ6brpo00gopvAKNAqZ7Uv0L#germany
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740924001543?casa_token=M0D6VL8mmiAAAAAA:lqpYcrT1lyGx3bde8_SRpqf9s1ct04Optr_bXG0w6saoPD3BVA-7D4C74dg3yrvIlT5vF52y
https://www.bmbf.de/bmbf/en/news/information-for-refugees-from-ukraine.html
https://www.dw.com/en/ukrainian-refugee-kids-face-a-challenge-in-german-schools/a-64109244
https://www.iab-forum.de/en/a-comparison-of-the-integration-of-ukrainian-refugees-in-european-countries-sustainable-integration-has-proven-effective/
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/899da35b4a168c6426798f5760a71964-0570012023/original/Poland-Report.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/899da35b4a168c6426798f5760a71964-0570012023/original/Poland-Report.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/899da35b4a168c6426798f5760a71964-0570012023/original/Poland-Report.pdf
https://www.huri.harvard.edu/sites/hwpi.harvard.edu/files/huri/files/tcup-szymanska2023-final-v1.pdf?m=1702328487
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02673037.2024.2334822#d1e175
https://www.bmj.com/content/377/bmj.o844
https://www.unesco.org/en/ukraine-war/education/poland-support
https://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/private-sector-for-refugees/brief/economic-empowerment-of-forcibly-displaced-persons-from-ukraine

Czech Republic:

As of summer 2024, the Czech Republic hosts approximately 560,000
Ukrainians and has allocated €7 billion to provide assistance to those
affected by the invasion. Therefore, the Czech Republic’s approach to inte-
grating Ukrainian refugees stands out for its pragmatic focus on language
acquisition, workforce readiness, and community support, all tailored to
the nation’s modest economic resources. Despite being smaller in size and
having fewer financial resources than Poland and Germany, the Czech
Republic has effectively prioritized efficient, budget-conscious initiatives
that significantly impact the lives of refugees. Then, the government has
streamlined legal access to employment, making it easier for newcomers
to contribute to the economy. This approach allows the Czech Republic
to effectively balance immediate needs with the goal of sustainable inte-
gration.

Conclusion

Germany, Poland and the Czech Republic each take a unique approach to
integrating Ukrainian refugees, but all rely on the active support of local
communities. In Germany, long-term programmes such as education are
successful thanks to community efforts. Poland’s rapid response highlights
the power of local networks to ensure refugees have access to essential
services and housing. Then, the Czech Republic also relies on local edu-
cation and community support, focusing on cost-effective solutions. All
these community efforts are vital for keeping society stable. Without them,
refugees may face poverty, exploitation, and isolation, which could lead
to greater tensions and a breakdown in social unity. In the absence of
that, security risks increase, potentially leading to economic instability and
unrest. Ultimately, these initiatives highlight the importance of community
solidarity, for maintaining social harmony and ensuring long-term stability.

Source: Statista. (2024). Number of Ukrainian refugees in different
countries as of 2023. Statista. https://www.statista.com/statistics/1312584/
ukrainian-refugees-by-country/

Source: Statista. (2022). Number of Ukrainian refugees per thousand
inhabitants in selected countries as of mid-September 2022. Statista

https://[www.statista.com/statistics/1342702/ukrainian-refugees-per-

thousand-inhabitants-by-country/

EPIS Thinktank 3


https://visitukraine.today/blog/4951/social-benefits-for-ukrainians-how-much-have-european-countries-spent-on-supporting-ukrainian-refugees?srsltid=AfmBOoovuYkJcA9Exz9JeV9GwXYeq7zXkJ6brpo00gopvAKNAqZ7Uv0L#google_vignette
https://visitukraine.today/blog/4951/social-benefits-for-ukrainians-how-much-have-european-countries-spent-on-supporting-ukrainian-refugees?srsltid=AfmBOoovuYkJcA9Exz9JeV9GwXYeq7zXkJ6brpo00gopvAKNAqZ7Uv0L#google_vignette
https://migrant-integration.ec.europa.eu/library-document/integration-refugees-ukraine-czech-republic-2022_en
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/czechia-integration-ukrainian-refugees-vet-and-labour-market
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/czechia-integration-ukrainian-refugees-vet-and-labour-market
https://coebank.org/en/news-and-publications/projects-focus/community-counseling-and-summer-camps-supporting-inclusion-ukrainian-refugees-czech-republic/
https://www.dw.com/en/ukrainian-refugees-in-the-czech-republic-the-integration-miracle/a-65002494
https://migrant-integration.ec.europa.eu/news/guidelines-new-arrivals-ukraine-czech-republic-residence-employment-and-social-support_en
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/nationalities-papers/article/temporary-protection-for-ukrainian-refugees-in-the-czech-republic-and-poland/1E428B1F933272ED96400FBF078E29BE
https://www.who.int/europe/news-room/feature-stories/item/compassion-in-a-time-of-crisis--how-czechia-is-supporting-ukrainian-refugees
https://www.who.int/europe/news-room/feature-stories/item/compassion-in-a-time-of-crisis--how-czechia-is-supporting-ukrainian-refugees
https://www.who.int/europe/news-room/feature-stories/item/compassion-in-a-time-of-crisis--how-czechia-is-supporting-ukrainian-refugees
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1312584/ukrainian-refugees-by-country/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1312584/ukrainian-refugees-by-country/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1342702/ukrainian-refugees-per-thousand-inhabitants-by-country/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1342702/ukrainian-refugees-per-thousand-inhabitants-by-country/
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